
 
 

Irrigation Season Off to a Rough Start 
 

The unusual weather conditions and low 
Sacramento River flows caused many problems 
for the water operations department in delivering 
irrigation water this spring. 
 

Even though GCID coordinates with the Bureau of 
Reclamation (Bureau) to forecast irrigation 
demands and assist the Bureau with determining 
the flow of water that should be released from 
Shasta Reservoir, the Sacramento River flows were 
unusually low during the month of April. On 
Saturday, April 20, GCID’s intake channel on the 
Sacramento River became constricted by gravel 
accumulation and was limiting the flow of water 
to the pump station, making it difficult to meet 
irrigation demands.  
 

The District exercised emergency measures by 
dredging with long-reach excavators and  
 

 
District excavators opening channel on Saturday, April 
20, 2013 
 

supplemented supplies by taking some water 
through the Tehama-Colusa Canal intertie in the  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
southern end of the main canal. GCID contracted 
for a large dragline that continued the excavation 
work at the mouth of the intake channel through 
May 9, 2013. A total of 32,222 cubic yards of 
material were removed and pumping conditions 
have greatly improved. 
 

 
Dragline removing material from intake channel 
 

The sporadic storm events and excessive winds 
resulted in more difficulties for the water 
operations department with irrigation demands 
changing on a daily basis, limitations on 
diversions as stated above, and the conveyance 
system hitting peak demand early in the season.  
Additionally, neighboring water districts were 
also peaking on demands, resulting in less flow in 
the drain system that the District also uses as a 
source of supply. District staff appreciates the 
cooperation of landowners and water users 
during this frustrating beginning to the irrigation 
season. 
 

 
Material removed from intake channel placed on point 
of island 
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Salmon Present in the Colusa Drain 
 

On May 10, 2013, GCID General Manager Thad 
Bettner was contacted by the National Marine 
Fisheries Service and California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife (formerly Fish and Game) about 
winter run Chinook salmon being present in the 
Colusa Drain without any way to return to the 
Sacramento River. 
 

It was estimated that approximately 600 of a total 
2,000 winter run Chinook salmon had made their 
way upstream in the Colusa Drain from either the 
lower Sacramento River or the Yolo Bypass; 
however, it is unclear as to how they got in the 
drain system. GCID was asked to reduce the 
amount of water in the drains to assist the 
Department of Fish and Wildlife with removing 
the salmon and transporting them for release in 
the Sacramento River.  
 

GCID reduced and re-routed drainage water to 
accommodate the efforts of the resource agency 
on Tuesday, May 14, 2013.  
 

 
California Fish and Wildlife personnel removing salmon 
from drain 
 

Potential Groundwater Transfer  
 

The San Luis and Delta Mendota Water Authority 
approached Sacramento Valley irrigation districts 
and requested consideration of groundwater 
transfers this year, after their water allocations 
were decreased to 20% for the 2013 water season. 
 

GCID’s water transfer policy includes providing 
transfer water to agricultural irrigation districts 
south of the Delta as one of its priorities. The 
GCID Board of Directors approved the potential 
transfer of 5,000 acre-feet from the District’s five 

groundwater wells from July 1 through September 
30, 2013. The District is currently going through 
the environmental review process, which includes 
a public review period, completion of California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) compliance 
documents, and the completion of the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review by the 
Bureau of Reclamation. The environmental 
documents are available on the District’s website 
at www.gcid.net. 
 

The purchase price for the water is $190 per acre-
foot. If the transfer proceeds it will provide the 
benefit of generating revenue that could be used 
for project related costs and unfunded programs 
that will be advantageous to GCID and other 
regional interests. These uses include the cost of 
operating the wells, the program monitoring 
costs, providing funds to the Glenn County Water 
Resources and Groundwater Monitoring Program, 
the Sacramento River Salmon Restoration Project, 
the Chico State Center for Water and 
Environment, SacFem Modeling Outreach Effort 
and the District’s SBX7-7 Measurement 
Implementation Project.  
 

Sacramento River Settlement Contracts 
Challenged 

 

GCID landowners and water users were notified 
that the United States Court of Appeals for the 
Ninth Circuit affirmed a federal district court 
decision upholding the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation’s (Bureau) long-term renewal of the 
Sacramento River Settlement Contracts (SRS 
Contracts) on July 17, 2012. This was a very 
positive ruling for the Sacramento River 
Settlement Contractors and indicated that the SRS 
Contracts were secure. 
 

Since that time, the Natural Resources Defense 
Council (NRDC) filed a petition for rehearing with 
the Ninth Circuit. The United States, the SRS 
Contractors and the Delta-Mendota Canal Unit 
Contractors filed separate opposition briefs to 
NRDC’s petition for rehearing on November 16, 
2012. On March 5, 2013, the Ninth Circuit issued 
an order granting a rehearing, and oral argument 
is scheduled for the week of June 24, 2013. It is 
expected that the review period following the 
hearing will take from three to six months. 
 

This is a critical decision for the Sacramento River 
Settlement Contractors. The GCID Board of 
Directors considers this issue to be its first 
priority, as the District’s historic water rights and  
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(continued from page 2) 
subsequent Sacramento River Settlement Contract 
water rights are at risk in this appeal process. The 
District plans on devoting the time and resources 
necessary to the efforts to secure its water rights. 
According to GCID Board President Don 
Bransford, “This is the most important issue 
facing the District and we will continue to utilize 
all political and legal avenues to protect the 
District’s Sacramento River Settlement Contract 
and water rights.” 

 

SBX7-7 Pilot Project Underway 
 

On February 14, 2013, the GCID Board of 
Directors adopted its Agricultural Water 
Management Plan (AWMP) and SBX7-7 Water 
Measurement Compliance Program. Agricultural 
water suppliers are required to implement 
efficient water management practices to measure 
the volume of water delivered to +12% accuracy 
and adopt a pricing structure, based at least in 
part on the quantity of water delivered. 
Measurement conditions require different 
measurement devices to meet accuracy standards 
under the variable field conditions found 
throughout the District. 
 

As reported earlier, GCID staff has been preparing 
a Water Measurement Compliance Program to 
comply with SBX7-7. The SBX7-7 Pilot Program 
(Pilot Program) has been developed and is 
currently being implemented to test meter 
options and determine what options work most 
effectively in varied conditions. The Pilot Program 
meter options include propeller meters, portable 
measurement meters, various weir designs using 
pressure transducers and acoustic Doppler 
meters. The goal is to determine what meters 
work the best in fluctuating water flows, low–
head conditions between lateral and field water 
elevations, and in the presence of aquatic weeds 
and silt build up. 
 

The Pilot Program will test meter operation, 
accuracy and refine the costs of implementation 
for lateral deliveries to entire lateral service areas, 
as well as to individual field delivery turnouts. 
The various metering options were installed at 11 
sites in March and April and will be operated and 
evaluated from May to October 2013. The 
information from the Pilot Project will be used to 
identify actual metering solutions by site and 
under varying conditions, and to prepare a 
detailed budget and potential implementation 
schedule by January 2014. 

 

GCID Operations and Maintenance Policy 
under Review 

 

GCID staff has been working to develop a 
comprehensive Water Distribution Operation and 
Maintenance Policy (O&M Policy) for adoption by 
the Board of Directors. The District’s existing 
Drain and Seepage Policies will be incorporated 
into the O&M Policy to create a comprehensive 
policy for 65 miles of main canal, 536 miles of 
laterals (of which 330 miles are District laterals 
and 206 miles are private laterals), and 519 miles 
of drains. 
 

The Board of Directors and staff have had 
numerous discussions about performing O&M 
work on private laterals due to liability issues and 
the District’s lack of rights-of-way granting access 
to private facilities. Methods of providing an 
option for landowners to request the District to 
assume O&M responsibilities on private laterals 
are being explored, and it is hoped to have a final 
Operations and Maintenance Policy prepared for 
review and consideration in the upcoming 
months. 

 
GCID Staffing Changes 

 

Landowners and water users may notice changes 
in the District staff as several employees have 
recently retired.  
 

Longtime employee Dan Mendes is retiring after 
nearly 40 years of service in various positions 
including equipment operator, water operator 
and, in recent years, Maintenance Superintendent. 
Bob Shoemaker, currently the District’s Assistant 
Maintenance Superintendent, will serve as GCID’s 
Maintenance Superintendent. 
 

Bill Menke, who had been with GCID for 16 years 
and was acting as Projects and Engineering 
Director, retired on March 31, 2013.  
 

District Engineer Ben Pennock is also retiring after 
34 years of service. Zac Dickens, who has been 
serving as Assistant Engineer has been appointed 
as Lead Engineer. The District is currently in the 
process of hiring an Assistant Engineer to fill his 
former position. 
 

Through these retirements, the District will likely 
have a reduction in total employees and is also 
considering other changes and consolidations in 
order to maintain an efficient work force. 
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Winter Maintenance Projects Accomplished 
 

Although dry winter conditions were not 
beneficial to the water supply situation, the 
District was able to complete more maintenance 
work this season than has been accomplished for 
some time. The dryer conditions allowed the 
District to complete focused work during the 
District’s winter maintenance shutdown period in 
January and February, and also outside this time 
period on smaller laterals that could be shut-off 
for short durations 
 

The main priority was the removal of sediment in 
the southern portion of the main canal, due to the 
need to correct canal deficiencies and constraints 
experienced during the 2012 irrigation season. If 
the District had not completed this work, this 
spring would have been even more problematic 
for deliveries and water orders could have been 
delayed even more than they were in 2012. A total 
of 5 miles of the main canal was excavated during 
this period, which exceeded projections. In 
addition, 27 miles of laterals and 23 miles of 
drains were excavated, bringing the total miles 
excavated to 55 miles. An estimated 143,000 
cubic yards of material were removed. 
 

 
Long-reach excavator removing sediment from main 
canal 
 

Other maintenance work completed during the 
winter included the replacement and 
refurbishment of 47 leaking, failing and outdated 
structures. A total of 11,510 cubic yards of 
material were used to refurbish banks on the 
main canal, laterals and drains.  
 

 
Bank refurbishment and spoil relocation 
 

The aquatic weed removal program is very 
important to the District’s operations and will 
continue to be so during the 2013 season. In 
2012, mechanical weed removal was performed 
on 72.5 miles of the main canal, laterals and 
drains.  Spraying was conducted on 311.5 miles of 
the main canal, 615 miles of laterals and 57.5 
miles of drains, for a total of 984 miles that were 
sprayed for weed control. Aquatic treatments to 
the main canal are very important in controlling 
weeds and maintaining flows, particularly during 
the hot summer months. In 2012, a total of 100 
miles of the main canal were treated with either 
Magnacide-H or Cascade. District staff is 
anticipating focusing aquatic treatment efforts on 
the southern portion of the main canal that 
experienced the conveyance issues last year. 
 

 
Mechanical aquatic weed removal 
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