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Filing of Notice of Determination for the Painter’s 
Riffle Anadromous Fish Habitat Enhancement Project 
 
Willows, Calif. – The 30-day public review period for the draft Initial Study and 
Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) for the Painter’s Riffle Anadromous Fish 
Habitat Enhancement Project ended on September 10, 2014.  The comments received 
resulted in minor changes to the IS/MND and did not require the document to be 
recirculated. Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District (GCID) approved the final IS/MND on 
Thursday, September 18, 2014, and filed the Notice of Determination with the Shasta 
County Clerk and State Clearinghouse on September 22, 2014.   
 
A unique partnership of GCID, Bureau of Reclamation, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Golden Gate Salmon Association, Northern California Water Association, the City of 
Redding, and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) developed and 
designed the Painter’s Riffle restoration project. With that technical assistance and 
support from the Central Valley Project Improvement Act, GCID proposes to utilize its 
own staff and assets to obtain final permits and construct the proposed Painter’s Riffle 
project in November of 2014.   
 
Painter’s Riffle was initially constructed in 1986 by CDFW Biologist Dick Painter, and 
was successful in producing 100 to 200 additional redds (fish nests), each of which 
contain an average of 5,000 eggs resulting in up to 750,000 salmon smolt in the 
Sacramento River system on an annual basis. For 25 years, Painter’s Riffle assisted the 
survival of winter-run and spring-run Chinook salmon, as well as fall-run Chinook 
salmon, which are important to the commercial fishing industry. In 2011, it was 
blocked and filled by approximately 11,000 cubic yards of gravel during a large storm 
event. The unstable gravel that filled the channel was originally placed in the 
Sacramento River as a construction work pad beneath the Highway 44 Bridge. When 
the gravel moved in 2011, it essentially buried the Painter’s Riffle spawning habitat.   
 
Modeling indicates that spawning habitat in the side channel can be reestablished with 
the removal of between 6,600 and 8,000 cubic yards of gravel; however, due to 
uncertainties in the survey data and the longitudinal extent of the deposits, the 
estimated quantities could range up to 10,000 cubic yards. Most of the gravel would be 
redistributed in the side channel; in-river gravel placement areas include the main 
channel adjacent to the side channel inlet or within 200 feet downstream of the side 
channel along the steep bank of the east bend of the main river. The work is estimated 
to take two to three weeks to complete. 

This project is consistent with GCID’s ongoing efforts to protect fisheries and wildlife 
as demonstrated by the construction and utilization of fish screens at its Main Pump 
Station, the commitment to continue the collection and dissemination of Sacramento  
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River rotary fish trap data, contributing to the habitat for the Pacific Flyway, and 

preservation of habitat for terrestrial species including the Giant Garter Snake. 
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