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GCID Board Workshop
The GCID Board of Directors and staff met at the District’s 
main pump station on October 23, 2019, for an in-depth 
workshop to discuss and consider strategy on several 
major issues facing the District in upcoming years. Focusing 
on the three major priorities of protecting water supply 
reliability, water rate and costs stability, and updating the 
District’s infrastructure, the Board spent a full day touring 
the pump station and fish screen, hearing about key 
maintenance and replacement actions needed, BiOps 
and VA efforts, long-term water rate and assessment 
strategies, and conveyance system needs.

Activities at the main pump station included review of a 
plan for dredging the intake channel prior to the upcoming 
irrigation season, and a tour of the pump station, control room
and intake channel. The pump station was completed in 1984
and after 35 years of operation and routine maintenance, most 
of the equipment has, or will soon meet, its life expectancy. 
In 2016, the District started to have all of the main motors and 
pumps refurbished and five of the ten have been completed, 
with all ten expected to be completed in 2022. The Gantry 
crane used to lift the pumps and motors, and the control 
room equipment need to be upgraded due to the age of 
the parts and consequences of any type of failures. District
staff has identified over $15 million in new costs, including 
the gradient facility, to address maintenance and replacement
needs in order to ensure a reliable supply that can be diverted 
from the Sacramento River.

Water supply matters included discussion of CVP/SWP 
operations, an update on Sacramento River Settlement 
Contractors activities and District reporting requirements 
to the State Water Resources Control Board and U.S. 
Bureau of Reclamation. Water conveyance system subjects 
included a report on the updating of the District’s inventory, 
proposed updates and revisions to several policies, review 
of the aquatic weed program, and the need for turnout and 
measurement criteria.

(Continued Back Center)

GCID Board Members at the Board Workshop (left to right): 
Blake Vann; Donald Bransford, President; Peter Knight,
Vice President; John Amaro; and Logan Dennis



Dear Landowners and Water Users:

In previous newsletters, I stated that the District’s focus and mission will be the following three 
major priorities: 
(1) protecting water supply reliability, (2) water rate and costs stability, and (3) updating the District’s infrastructure so that 
landowners and water users will have access to a reliable and affordable water supply throughout the District’s 175,000 
acre service area.  

To that end, several key actions have occurred since the last newsletter, with some significant milestones coming up 
that should be resolved by the end of the year. 

First, federal fishery agencies have issued new Biological Opinions (2019 BiOps) to replace the current BiOps that were 
more than a decade old. The 2019 BiOps take into consideration the extensive advancement in water management 
over the last ten years, as well as new science and monitoring for in-river and delta species. Several of the Sacramento 
River Settlement Contractors (SRSCs), including GCID, worked directly with the agencies to ensure our operations and 
our own scientific understandings were included in the 2019 BiOps, which will significantly help our efforts to improve 
conditions for fish and water reliability in Northern California. Additionally, the 2019 BiOps could potentially resolve over 
ten years of environmental litigation involving the current BiOps. Unfortunately, the Newsom administration has indicated 
they are going to litigate over the 2019 BiOps so the ultimate outcome remains undetermined. 

Next, the Voluntary Agreements (VAs) are a regular item of information in GCID newsletters, and I am pleased to again 
report further encouraging progress has been made in advancing the VAs. The SRSCs, including GCID, continue to 
work with the state agencies on modeling, flow scenarios, new habitat scenarios, funding, and governance which have 
the potential to create 15 years of water supply reliability and environmental benefits on the Sacramento River. A lot of 
work and negotiations with partners have gone into the VAs and we are optimistic that we are very close to a positive 
conclusion in the next few months to the process that will determine how the VAs will move forward.

Lastly, the Rio Vista Side Channel Project, the second of its kind in Tehama County, was recently completed with staff 
and resources from GCID working together with other entities in the Sacramento Valley. This project created more than 
one acre of new spawning and rearing habitat for salmonids in a former seasonal side channel on the Sacramento River 
near Red Bluff. 

           Thaddeus Bettner
           General Manager

Note from General Manager

Key Staff Changes
The District is undergoing some staff changes as a result of the retirement of two key longtime employees. Water 
Operations Superintendent Pat Kennedy is retiring at the end of the year after 40 years with the District. Pat served 
in both the maintenance and water operations department and has been the Water Operations Superintendent since 
2002. Jered Shipley has been selected as the next Water Operations Superintendent. Many of you may have met 
Jered over the years as he began his career with the District as a water operator, then water supervisor and has been 
the Assistant Water Operations Superintendent since 2015.

Finance Director Dennis (Denny) Michum is retiring at the end of January 2020, after over 36 years with GCID. The 
District conducted an extensive search and interview process, and Louis Jarvis accepted the position of Finance 
Director. Louis has degrees in geography and economics, and worked as a financial analyst for Tehama County, 
Butte County and, most recently, as a CEO Management Analyst with Sacramento County. He joined the District’s 
team on November 18.

GCID Briefs



CVPIA Completes Rio Vista Side Channel Fish Habitat Project

Work on the Rio Vista Side Channel 
Habitat Project in Red Bluff has
been completed, marking another 
milestone for the Upper Sacramento 
River Anadromous Fish Habitat 
Restoration Program, with immediate
results observed. Within one week of
opening the side channel, endangered
winter-run Chinook juveniles were 
observed making use of it. The 
program is part of the Central 
Valley Project Improvement Act 
(CVPIA) – a federal program of the 
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and 
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. 

The project converted a seasonal 
side channel (River Mile 248) into 
nearly one acre of new aquatic 
habitat by excavating down an
average of 5 feet to allow Sacramento 
River waters to flow around ‘Ski
Island,’ year-round. This habitat
will be a refuge for juvenile
salmonids before they migrate out 
to the ocean: providing protective 
cover, slower flows, and sources 
of food. The project also includes 
native riparian planting and other 
habitat features. 

The Rio Vista Side Channel is the 
fourth side channel project to be 
completed through the CVPIA’s
Upper Sacramento River Anadromous 
Fish Habitat Restoration Program 
in the last four years, and continues 
the work of improving spawning 
and rearing habitat for salmonids 
in the Sacramento River below 
Keswick Dam. 

The project was funded by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and had a wide variety of partners 
including the California Department of Water Resources, Resource Conservation District of Tehama County, Sacramento 
River Forum, Geographical Information Center (Chico State University). Funding also includes water districts from the 
Sacramento River Settlement Contractors (Reclamation District 108, Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District, Provident Irrigation 
District, Princeton-Codora-Glenn Irrigation District, Sutter Mutual Water Company, River Garden Farms, Natomas Mutual 
Water Company), Tehama Colusa Canal Authority, California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Pacific States Marine Fisheries 
Commission, and a cooperative private landowner. 

Rio Vista Side Channel – Closed
Before Construction (photo Google)

Rio Vista Side Channel – Open
After Completion (photo John Hannon)

Winter-run Chinook salmon juveniles making use of habitat features placed along the side 
channel bank (Photo courtesy of John Hannon).  A video of these salmon taken while
snorkeling is available here: https://youtu.be/TlAwbGh-yKg)

https://youtu.be/TlAwbGh-yKg
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Federal fishery agencies have issued new Biological Opinions (the 2019 BiOps) that find the proposed long-term operations of 
the Central Valley Project (CVP) and the State Water Project (SWP) will not jeopardize listed salmon and delta smelt in the 
Bay-Delta watershed, and will not adversely modify their critical habitat. The previous BiOps were more than a decade old 
and based on out-of-date scientific information. 

The new 2019 BiOps will ensure that the operations of the CVP and SWP will be based on current science, taking into 
account the scientific learnings of the last decade. Unfortunately, the Newsom administration has announced the State of 
California intends to sue the federal government over the 2019 BiOps, citing what they see as inadequate protection of 
endangered species and management of ‘state water needs.’ 

GCID and other Sacramento River Settlement Contractors (SRSC) will continue their partnership with the federal agencies 
to implement fishery restoration projects, improved monitoring, and a new science plan consistent with the 2019 BiOps. 
These collaborative efforts, coupled with other changes to the Bureau of Reclamation’s proposed CVP operations, will 
improve conditions both for endangered fish and water supply reliability in the Sacramento Valley.

2019 Biological Opinions (BiOps) Released 

PROGRESS CONTINUES ON VOLUNTARY AGREEMENTS
As part of ongoing Voluntary Agreement (VA) efforts within the 
State Water Resources Control Board’s Bay-Delta Water 
Quality Control Plan update process, Sacramento River Basin 
water resources managers have committed 250,000 to 
300,000 acre-feet of functional flows to the Delta for fifteen 
years. This water will be added to the Delta in dry, above 
normal and below normal years based on annual hydrology. 
The SRSCs will be providing 100,000 acre-feet of that 
amount through a compensated water transfer program.

These flows are intended to address water temperature 
management objectives in the BiOps for incubating salmon 
and steelhead on the upper Sacramento and American 
Rivers by optimizing the timing of cold-water releases from 
Shasta and Folsom Reservoirs. The releases will also be 
timed to integrate with habitat and improve conditions for 
fish and wildlife in both the rivers and the Delta, such as 
the North Delta Arc. These additional flows will be added 
independently of, but be both supportive of and in concert 
with, the requirements in the new BiOps. 

Long-term water rate and assessment strategies were 
considered with the assistance of the financial model 
developed as part of the District’s Water Resource Plan. 
Water rates and methods of funding the expenses involved 
in dealing with GCID’s aging infrastructure were explored 
at length. Staff was directed to proceed with a short-term 
rate setting process for 2020, including a Proposition 218 
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hearing, and to continue evaluating options for replacing 
infrastructure and funding regulatory requirements, including 
volumetric measuring required by SBX7-7.

Landowner and water user meetings will be held in early 
spring of 2020 to present information on these topics, 
including 2020 water supply updates.


