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2014 Irrigation Season Recap 
Comparison of Diversions and Outflow in 2013 and 2014 
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The 2014 irrigation season was one 
of the most difficult seasons the 
District, landowners and water us-
ers have experienced in many years. 
The Bureau of Reclamation (Bureau) 
preliminarily announced in Febru-
ary that Sacramento River Settlement 
Contractors (SRS Contractors) would 
only be allowed to divert 40% of their 
total contract amounts. This was 
totally inconsistent with the terms of 
the SRS Contracts, which only provide 
for an allocation of 100% supply or 
75% in Critical Years. Finally, after 
weeks of meetings and discussions, 
the Bureau announced on April 18, 

2014, that SRS Contracts would be 
restored to 75% of their total supply. 
The weeks of uncertainty made it 
very difficult for the District to pro-
ceed with an allocation plan and for 
landowners and water users to do the 
necessary planning for the crop year. 
The application and allocation process 

was complicated and compressed into 
just a few weeks due to the late water 
supply announcement. 

Due to the uncertainty of Shasta 
Reservoir storage conditions, one 
major concession was made by the 
SRS Contractors and that was to defer 
water diversions as much as possible 
in April, to allow water to be retained 
in storage to be used for fishery flows 
and irrigation purposes later in the 
season. In addition, diversions were 
limited throughout May, which re-
sulted in growers having to wait before 
receiving initial irrigation deliveries. 

Even with the limited diversions, 
through the cooperation of growers 
and the efforts of the water opera-
tions department, GCID was able to 
flood 95% of the 91,800 acres of rice 
that was planted by the end of May. 
An additional 29,000 of various crops 
including orchards, sunflowers, pas-
tures, and other vegetable crops were 
also irrigated during the season. 

Water users and GCID water opera-
tions personnel adhered to conserva-
tion practices and managed water use 
efficiently throughout the irrigation 
season. After reserving enough water 
to fulfill all estimated crop demands 
through the SRS Contract period, 
which ends on October 31, District 
staff estimated that 15,000 acre-feet 
remained that would be available for 
rice straw decomposition and duck 
pond use (non-crop irrigations). This 
remaining water was allocated based 
upon a grower’s pro-rata share of the 
91,800 acres of rice grown in GCID 
during 2014. On October 9,  GCID was 
contacted by the Bureau requesting 
that the District consider reducing 
diversions through the remainder of 
October in exchange for allowing the 
District to continue diverting water 
until all base supply is exhausted in 
mid-November. 

As the season is coming to a close, 
the District anticipates that unless 
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GCID WATER Focus 

GCID Proposes Groundwater 
Supplemental Supply Program 
As California begins Water Year 2015 

and a potential fourth drought year, 
GCID has proposed a Groundwater 
Supplemental Supply Program. 

GCID’s surface water supply reliability 
is becoming less certain as a result of 
the following: 

� Litigation by environmental 
organizations challenging the 
renewal of the Sacramento River 
Settlement Contracts; 

� Increased Delta flow requirements 
for Delta smelt and Delta outflows; 
and 

� Increased flows and temperature 
requirements for fisheries. 

Under the proposed program, GCID 
would install and operate five new 
groundwater production wells and 
operate an additional five existing 
groundwater wells with the primary 
objective being to develop a reliable 
supplemental water source for GCID 
during dry and critically dry years to 
augment surface water supplies. 

As required by the California Environ-
mental Quality Act (CEQA), GCID 
will prepare an environmental impact 
report (EIR). GCID will be the lead 
agency for compliance with CEQA. 

Summary of the Proposed 
Program 

� Use of five existing groundwater 
wells (target capacity 2,500 

gallons per minute); 
� Construction of five new ground-

water wells (target capacity 2,500 

gallons per minute); 
� Pumping could occur year round, 

but would not exceed an eight and 
one-half month time period, and 
would occur only during dry and 
critically dry water years; 

� A total maximum annual pumping 
volume of 28,500 acre-feet; 

� Monitoring program would be 
developed as part of the project; 
and 

� Water would be for in-district use 
only. 

Goals of the Proposed 
Program 

� Increase system reliability and 
flexibility; 

� Offset reductions in Sacramento 
River diversions by GCID during 
drought years to replace supplies 
for crops and habitat; 

� Periodically reduce Sacramento 
River diversions to accommodate 
fishery and restoration flows; and 

� Protect agricultural production. 

Schedule to Date 
To begin the environmental review 
process, GCID held a public scoping 
meeting Oct. 7  at the Ord Bend Com-
munity Hall. The event was reported 
on in both the Chico Enterprise-
Record and Willows Journal. Public 
comments on the scope of the EIR will 
be accepted through Oct. 31, 2014. 

In early 2015, a public draft EIR is 
expected, with a public meeting to be 
held during the public review period. 
Look for a final EIR in early spring 
2015 and GCID certification of the 
EIR/project approval in late spring 
2015. 

Additional information is at www.gcid. 
net/GroundwaterProgram.php . + 

2014 Irrigation Season Recap 
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there is very significant rainfall in the 
upcoming months, the District will not 
be able to divert from the Sacramento 
River after November 1, 2014, due to 
the ongoing drought and Term 91 win-
ter water rights restrictions imposed 
by the State Water Resources Control 
Board. District maintenance staff will 
utilize this time to perform as many 
maintenance and construction projects 
as possible. + 
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GCID WATER Focus 

Looking Forward to 2015 What’s Ahead 
Under New 
Groundwater 
Law? 
Gov. Jerry Brown signed historic 
groundwater legislation, whether 
deemed good, bad or ugly, into law on 
September 16, 2014. 

The three bills signed by Brown - 
SB 1168 (Pavley), SB 1319 (Pavley) 
and AB 1739 (Dickinson) - enact the 
Sustainable Groundwater Manage-
ment Act. They were passed by the 
Legislature on August 29, 2014. 

In the governor’s signing message, he 
wrote, "A central feature of these bills 
is the recognition that groundwater 
management in California is best 
accomplished locally. Local agencies 
will now have the power to assess the 
conditions of their local groundwater 
basins and take the necessary steps to 
bring those basins in a state of chronic 
long-term overdraft into balance. 

"The state’s primary role is to provide 
guidance and technical support on 
how to plan for a more sustainable 
future and to step in on an interim 
basis when, but only when, local agen-
cies fail to exercise their responsibili-
ties as set forth in this legislation. 

According to the governor’s news re-
lease and an implementation schedule 
that can be found at http://ground-
water.ca.gov, the legislation prioritizes 
groundwater basins that are currently 
overdrafted and sets a timeline for 
implementation: 

� By 2017, local groundwater man-
agement agencies must be identi-
fied; 

� By 2020, overdrafted groundwater 
basins must have sustainability 
plans; 

The District’s 2013-14 water year 
and budget year ended on Septem-
ber 30, and what a year it has been! 
I want to thank the District’s land-
owners and water users for your 
patience this year as District staff 
worked diligently to get a 75% water 
supply, get water allocated to grow-
ers, and then as crops were planted, 
getting water delivered as efficiently 
as possible. I heard from many 
growers, expressing their apprecia-
tion to the District for how well this 
year went considering the challeng-
es we faced. Please know that from 
the office staff taking landowner ap-
plications to the water operators in 
the field, the District’s staff worked 
incredibly hard this year. 

While we survived this year, the 
challenges that are now brewing 
for 2015 are significant and we are 
already working with the Board of 
Directors to be as prepared as pos-
sible for what the year may bring. 
A few of the issues we are currently 
evaluating are: 

� Completion of an annual budget 
which assumes a 75% water 
supply 

� By 2022, other high and medium 
priority basins not currently in 
overdraft must have sustainability 
plans; and 

� By 2040, all high and medium 
priority groundwater basins must 
achieve sustainability. 

GCID’s concerns include uncertainties 
over time to implement the require-
ments, how to fund them, and what 
would be the roles of the California 
Department of Water Resources and 
State Water Resources Control Board. 

To prepare for compliance, GOD will be 
actively engaged in the following tasks: 

� Modeling the Sacramento River 
system under wet, normal, and 
dry hydrologies to determine what 
water supply would be available 

� Coordinating with other 
Sacramento River Settlement 
Contractors so that as a group of 
diverters we are in agreement on 
water supply and diversions 

� Reviewing important District 
policies, such as the water alloca-
tion policy, conservation policy, 
and water transfer policy, to insure 
they are relevant to operations and 
actions for 2015 

The District’s goal will be to hold 
landowner and water user meetings in 
early 2015 to provide as much infor-
mation as possible, so you can make 
decisions that are in the best interest 
of your operations. We will be mail-
ing notices of information as well as 
posting information on the District’s 
website at www.gcid.net . 

As always, please feel free to contact 
me if you questions or other issues the 
District should be considering. 

- Thaddeus Bettner, 
General Manager 

1. Participate in development of 
draft regulations by the California 
Department of Water Resources 
including hearings and preparing 
comments. 

2. GCID will continue to play a 
leadership role in the dialogue 
with Glenn and Colusa county 
supervisors and staff as well as 
other water agencies in the region 
to form a governance structure. 

3. After the formation of a gover -
nance structure, GOD will assist 
in the submittal of a Groundwater 
Sustainability Plan by 2022. + 
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to the commercial fishing industry. 
In 2011, it was blocked and filled by 
approximately 11,000 cubic yards of 
gravel during a large storm event. The 
unstable gravel that filled the channel 
was originally placed in the Sacramen-
to River as a construction work pad 
beneath the Highway 44  Bridge. When 
the gravel moved in 2011, it essentially 
buried the Painter’s Riffle spawning 
habitat. 

Modeling indicates that spawning 
habitat in the side channel can be 
re-established with the removal of be-
tween 6,600 and 8,000 cubic yards of 
gravel. However, due to uncertainties 
in the survey data and the longitudinal 
extent of the deposits, the estimated 
quantities could range up to 10,000 

cubic yards. Most of the gravel would 
be redistributed in the side channel; 
in-river gravel placement areas include 

the main channel adjacent to the 
side channel inlet or within 200 feet 
downstream of the side channel along 
the steep bank of the east bend of the 
main river. 

This project is consistent with GCID’s 
ongoing efforts to protect fisheries and 
wildlife as demonstrated by the con-
struction and utilization of fish screens 
at its Main Pump Station, the commit-
ment to continue the collection and 
dissemination of Sacramento River 
rotary fish trap data, contributing to 
the habitat for the Pacific Flyway, and 
preservation of habitat for terrestrial 
species including the Giant Garter 
Snake. 

More information is on GCID’s website 
at www.gcid.net . < 

GCID WATER Focus 

Painter ’s Riffle to Be First Project 
Under Partnership 
This November will mark the begin-
fling of what could be the first of future 
fisheries projects under a unique 
partnership of GCID, the Bureau of 
Reclamation, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Golden Gate Salmon Associa-
tion, Northern California Water As-
sociation, and California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW). 

With technical assistance and sup-
port from the Central Valley Project 
Improvement Act (CVPIA), GCID 
plans to utilize its own staff and assets 
to obtain final permits and construct 
the Painter’s Riffle Anadromous Fish 
Habitat Enhancement Project. 

Under the Painter’s Riffle project, this 
historic salmonid spawning side chan-
nel on the Upper Sacramento River, 
downstream of the Highway 44/299 
Bridge, will be reopened. The work 
is estimated to take several weeks to 
complete. 

Local news media reported on the 
proposed project, including the part-
nership, following GCID’srelease of 
a draft Initial Study and Mitigated 
Negative Declaration (IS/MND) on 
August 12, 2014. 

In 1986, Painter’s Riffle was initially 
constructed by CDFW Biologist Dick 
Painter, and was successful in annually 
producing 100 to 200 additional redds 
(fish nests), each of which contain 
an average of 5,000 eggs resulting in 
up to 750,000 salmon smolt in the 
Sacramento River system. 

For 25 years, Painter’s Riffle assisted 
the survival of winter-run and spring-
run Chinook salmon as well as fall-run 
Chinook salmon, which are important 
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Water Bond ’s Storage 
Investments Critical 
to GCID 
Passage of the $7.5  billion water 
bond by voters in the General Elec-
tion, November 4,  would kick-start 
long-due investment in the state’s 
water storage system and for the 
first time would allocate funding to 
new surface storage. Proposition 1, 

the Water Quality, Supply and Infra-
structure Improvement Act of 2014, 
includes $2.7 billion continuously 
appropriated for above and below 
ground storage projects. 

Since the early 199os, GCID has 
been actively engaged in the Sites 
Reservoir Project which would 
provide additional supplies to help 
meet environmental flow require-
ments (public benefits) in northern 
California. The project would also 
provide additional water supplies 

to those who are willing to make 
investments. Without this bond 
funding to pay for the public benefits 
of the project, financing the cost of 
new storage would be difficult if not 
impossible. 

For information on Sites Reservoir, 
please visit www.jpa.net  or contact 
GCID for additional information. 

For information on the bond, please 
go to "The Water Bond (Proposition 
1): Questions and Answers," available 
on the Northern California Water 
Association website at www.norcal 
water.org . A "Q&A" specific to 
Proposition 1 may be accessed at 
www.norcalwater.or/wD-content/ 
uuloads /2014/10 /sites-auandaseu 
2014.pdf. 

GCID WATER Focus 

2014-15 Maintenance Season Focus 
Portions of GCID’s conveyance system 
have been in place for over a century 
and are in need of repair or replace-
ment, which is difficult when the sys-
tem runs on a nearly year-round basis. 
As a result of the extremely dry condi-
tions and inability  
to divert and deliver 
water, District crews 	 - 
are preparing to 
conduct as many 
maintenance projects 
as possible in the  
upcoming months. 
Projects will include  
the replacement of 
turnouts, checks and 
siphons, and the 
installation of four 
flumes. 

It is anticipated that 20 failing turn-
outs will be replaced this year with a 
new design developed by the Irrigation 
and Training Research Center, Cal 
Poly, San Luis Obispo. These turnouts 
feature a metered gate that allows 
water operators to obtain accurate 
flow measurement data. The failing 
turnouts have been prioritized for re-
placement and will be evaluated by the 
engineering department to establish 
the necessary sizing for the turnout 
replacement. In many cases, turnouts 
are larger than necessary for the area 
they are irrigating and resizing results 
in significant cost savings. 

Two check structures, estimated to 
be over 75  years old, are going to be 
replaced on lateral 21-2, and two de-
teriorating siphons are scheduled for 
repair or replacement; one at lateral 
26-2 and Logan Creek, and the other 
at Willow Creek Two. In addition, four 
flumes are going to be constructed and 
will provide more accurate measure-
ment at key locations on lateral 21-1, 
lateral 21-4, lateral 41-1 and lateral 
48-1. Engineering staff is currently 

evaluating the main canal 
throughout the District 
and prioritizing the areas 
that are most in need of 
sediment removal during 
the winter months. + 
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GOD WATER Focus 

Litigation Update on GCID’s 
Sacramento River Settlement 
Contract 
Litigation challenging the 2005 re-
newals of GCID’s Sacramento River 
Settlement Contract (SRS Contract) 
is still pending, and this continues to 
create some uncertainty regarding the 
status of the District’s Contract. On 
April 16, 2014, an en bane panel of the 
Ninth Circuit reversed Judge Wanger’s 
underlying district court decision that 
had upheld the United States Bureau 
of Reclamation’s (Bureau) long-term 
renewal of all SRS Contracts that was 
challenged by the Natural Resources 
Defense Council (NRDC). 

The en bane court ruled that the 
Bureau was required to engage in 
consultation under section 7(a)(2) of 
the Endangered Species Act (ESA), 
because in renewing the SRS Contracts 
in 2005, the Bureau retained "some 
discretion" to act in a manner that 
would benefit the delta smelt. 

In response, GCID’s Board directed 
that necessary actions be taken to pro-
tect the District’s contract, with other 
Settlement Contractors following. On 
May 30, 2014, the Settlement Contrac-
tors filed a motion to stay the issuance 

of the mandate pending their petition 
for certiorari to the U.S. Supreme 
Court. The Settlement Contractors 
filed their petition for certiorari on 
July 14, 2014. 

The petition for certiorari presents 
a substantial question regarding 
whether the en bane opinion is in 
conflict with the Court of Appeals for 
the District of Columbia on the issue 
of whether a federal agency exercises 
"some discretion" in administering 
a contract when its rights under that 
contact are constrained by state and 
federal law. 

Two amicus briefs were filed with 
the Supreme Court in support of the 
Settlement Contractors’ petition for 
certiorari. One was filed by Ducks 
Unlimited and the California Rice 
Commission, and the other was filed 
by National Water Resources Ass o-
ciation, Northern California Water 
Association, Association of California 
Water Association and the Salt River 
Agricultural Improvement District. In 
addition, Delta Mendota contractor 
parties in the case filed a brief with 

the Supreme Court supporting the 
Settlement Contractors’ request for the 
Supreme Court’s review. 

Responsive briefs were filed by NRDC 
and the Federal Respondents on 
October 15, 2014. The Settlement 
Contractors will file their reply briefs 
by October 29, 2014. 

The Supreme Court is expected to rule 
on the petition for certiorari by mid-
November. If the Supreme Court does 
not grant the petition for certiorari, it 
is anticipated that the Ninth Circuit 
will remand the case back to the 
district court and the Bureau could 
"renegotiate" in a manner that "could 
benefit" the delta smelt. This means 
that the SRS Contracts that were exe-
cuted in 2005 will need to be renegoti-
ated and the scope of the negotiations 
would need to be determined. 

GCID’s board, general manager and 
legal counsel are very involved in this 
process, and consider this issue to be 
of primary importance to the District’s 
defense and protection of its senior 
appropriative water rights. + 
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