
Dear Landowners and Water Users:

This year has proven to be quite a roller coaster. A very dry January and February led to early irrigation 
deliveries and an indication of a potential critical year, which was not determined until mid-April. This extremely 
late determination made it very complicated for landowners and water users as they had to ensure that they had adequate 
water from various sources for the crops they planned to grow. Ultimately, late spring storms brought enough precipitation and 
runoff that nearly two months after the “Shasta Critical” designation, the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) announced a 
change to a “Shasta Non-Critical” water year, meaning a 100% supply for GCID for the remainder of the irrigation season. 
Unfortunately, this reversal came too late in the season to change the water application process or planting opportunities 
for growers.

This month, the GCID Board of Directors took action to maintain water rates established in February to offset increased 
Project Water costs and to eliminate the fixed cost portion of the water rate for wetland habitat and rice decomposition.

Currently, Reclamation is working on a Sacramento River Temperature Plan, with fishery partners, GCID and other water 
suppliers. Operation adjustments are being considered for this very dry year to help manage water temperature in the upper 
Sacramento River for incubating salmon. This winter and spring serve as an important reminder for us that wide variability in 
precipitation and weather patterns is part of life in Northern California and we must always be prepared for dry years. 

Outside of our dry winter and the waiting game on our critical year designation, we are all learning to navigate a “new 
normal” with the COVID-19 pandemic. Recently, the District experienced its first confirmed case of COVID-19. The 
health and safety of our employees, and the health and welfare of our community, is of utmost importance to us as we 
continue to navigate this extremely difficult situation. As an essential services provider, GCID is committed to the good 
health and well-being of its employees and customers, while also prioritizing water deliveries for its landowners and 
water users. District employees have done an outstanding job of continuing our important work and delivering irrigation 
supplies during this complicated year. The District is continuing to monitor the public health situation as it relates to its 
customers and employees, while remaining open and operating. 
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Note from General Manager



THROUGHOUT ITS HISTORY, GCID has continually 
evaluated its operations and focused on maintenance 
and improving infrastructure, while also practicing 
responsible water supply management. Starting in 
the 1880s, dredging and gravel removal has been 
essential to ensure reliable water diversions to meet 
agricultural and environmental water service needs.

Routine dredging and gravel removal operations 
has been a longstanding practice for the District to 
keep the GCID Intake Channel – which is used to 
divert water from the Sacramento River to the 
District’s main pump station – clear of sediment 
and gravel blockages. GCID’s maintenance dredging 
removes accumulated silt, sand, gravel, river cobble, 
washed-in vegetation (including trees, tree limbs, 
brush and litter) from the intake channel with the 
use of mechanized equipment.

In recent years, the intake channel had become 
partially blocked with sediment and gravel from 
high water events and this in-water work required 
the renewal of permits from several agencies 
including the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife and the 
California Regional Water Quality Control Board. 
The necessary permits were obtained in February, 
after considerable time and effort, and the GCID 
2020 Intake Channel Gravel Removal Project was 
initiated on March 9, 2020. 

As part of the permit requirements a Fish Guidance 
Structure (FGS) was placed at the entrance to the 
intake channel to deter fish, particularly salmon 
species, from entering the work area. District forces 
worked for 30 days using mechanical equipment 
including excavators, a D-6 dozer, front-end loaders 
and dump trucks to remove approximately 13,000 
cubic yards of gravel and sediment (spoils) from the 
channel. The majority of the spoils were placed on 
Montgomery Island to percolate naturally before 
being spread out, and some of the spoils were 
placed on the right bank, which had eroded during 
an April storm. Work was completed on April 3, 
2020, and it is hoped that due to the amount of 
gravel removed and the restoration of the channel’s 
entrance that it will not be necessary to perform this 
gravel maintenance removal work for several years. 

Focus on Infrastructure Keeps GCID Strong 

Before Dredging

After Dredging

Dredging Equipment



GCID Board Addresses Water Rates After
Shasta Non-Critical Year Determination

ON FEBRUARY 20, 2020, THE GCID BOARD adopted a resolution 
that established water rates for both Shasta Critical and 
Shasta Non-Critical years. On April 13, 2020, the U.S. 
Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) announced that 2020 
would be a Shasta Critical year, and GCID conducted the 
water allocation and application process with the Shasta 
Critical rates in effect. On June 8, 2020, due to late spring 
rains that increased Shasta storage levels just enough to
meet the threshold established in the Sacramento River
Settlement contracts, Reclamation revised 2020 to a 
Shasta Non-Critical year. The critical year determination 
has never been changed so late into the irrigation season 
and created an unprecedented set of issues for the GCID 
Board to address. 

At their July 2 meeting, the Board was presented with a 
number of rate-related issues, including whether to maintain 
the rates established in February, whether to reduce rates 
for wetland habitat and rice decomposition, and whether 
to consider reducing the administrative fee for the TCCA 
Project Water Transfer Program. They discussed the information 
presented in the staff memorandum and agreed that action 
on the water rate issues would be taken in the form of a 
resolution at the July 16 meeting.

The Board adopted Resolution 2020-07 at the July 16 
meeting, after reviewing and considering California Water 
Code and Proposition 218 provisions, as well as GCID’s 
budget in relation to a critical year determination being in 
place throughout the water application process and into the
month of June. As actual Project water costs and other dry
year expenses are expected to be more than what 
Reclamation has forecasted, the resolution keeps water 
rates as established in February. The Board of Directors will 

consider and evaluate whether the collection of revenues in 
2020, coupled with the change in the critical year determination 
by Reclamation, could allow for setting the 2021 water rates 
at a level that does not require increasing the 2021 water 
rates up to the full 5% increase that is permitted under 
GCID Board Resolution 2020-03. That evaluation will occur 
as part of the 2021 budget review process.

In regard to water rates for rice decomposition and the provision 
of winter wetland habitat, the Board recognizes the benefits
of providing water for the purposes of rice decomposition 
and the provision of winter wetland habitat. In light of the 
fact that 2020 is no longer a Shasta Critical year, and the 
District now has a sufficient supply of water available for 
wetland habitat and rice decomposition, the Board of 
Directors adjusted and established the water rate for these 
purposes at $8.23 per acre-foot of applied water, with no 
fixed charge per acre for water used for these purposes.

The Board was also able to act regarding the Project Water 
Transfer that GCID is participating in with some irrigation 
and water districts that are members of the Tehama-Colusa 
Canal Authority. The transfer program was initially planned 
under the assumption that 2020 would be a Shasta Critical 
Year. The switch to a Shasta Non-Critical year has changed 
the water transfer market and pricing with more transfer 
water now available. The Board directed staff to lower 
the 2020 Project Water Transfer administrative fee for this 
non-critical year.

A Board workshop is scheduled for August 20 to discuss 
Water Resource Plan topics including long-term water rate 
policies, capital improvement project strategy and water 
supply reliability in addition to other policy matters. 



ONGOING DISAGREEMENT AND LITIGATION between the 
Department of the Interior, the Bureau of Reclamation and 
the State of California on the 2019 Biological Opinions 
(BiOps), which dictate operations for the Central Valley 
Project and the State Water Project, has escalated further. 
As detailed in our Fall 2019 Newsletter, the 2019 BiOps 
take into consideration the extensive advancement in water 
management over the last ten years, as well as new science 
and monitoring for in-river and delta species. Several of the 
Sacramento River Settlement Contractors (SRSC), including
GCID, worked directly with the agencies to ensure our 
operations and our own scientific understandings were 
included in the 2019 BiOps.

After Reclamation began implementation of the 2019 BiOps 
in February 2020, the State released, in March, a new State 
Incidental Take Permit (ITP) for State Water Project operations.
This ITP disregarded the 2019 BiOps, ignoring scientific 
learnings from the last decade and the input water agencies 
such as GCID put into the agreements. 

Interior Secretary David Bernhardt has reiterated U.S. 
Department of Interior’s support for the 2019 BiOps, saying: 
“Given the extensive collaboration between the Federal and 
State agencies in the development of the biological opinions, 
and the fact that these opinions are strongly grounded in the 
best available science, I believe the State’s recent actions 
and litigation are ill-founded and potentially unlawful.”

While this litigation continues, GCID and other Sacramento 
River Settlement Contractors (SRSC) will continue their 
partnership with the federal agencies to implement fishery 
restoration projects, improved monitoring, and a new science
plan consistent with the 2019 BiOps. These collaborative
efforts, coupled with other changes to the Bureau of 
Reclamation’s proposed Central Valley Project operations, 
will improve conditions both for endangered fish and water 
supply reliability in the Sacramento Valley.

LAST MONTH, the United States District Court for the Eastern
District of California denied preliminary injunctive relief 
requested by fishery and environmental groups regarding the 
Bureau of Reclamation’s (Reclamation) Shasta operations 
and water temperature management on the upper Sacramento 
River. Plaintiffs were seeking an injunction as part of their 
pending challenge to the validity of the 2019 Biological 
Opinions (BiOps) issued by the National Marine Fisheries 
Service and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service for the long-term 
operation of the CVP and State Water Project.

Environmental groups are seeking the restoration of the 
previous BiOps, arguing that the 2019 BiOps jeopardize 
the continued existence of endangered species, including 
listed winter-run and spring-run Chinook salmon. The 
previous BiOps were more than a decade old and based 
on out-of-date scientific information. The court held that the 
environmental groups’ motion fails “because the evidence 
presented to date does not indicate that the requested injunction is likely to materially improve conditions vis-à-vis the current 
operating regime for the species of concern.” The court also held there is “significant scientific dispute” over the exact 
relationship between temperatures and salmon egg mortality. Importantly, the court noted that “the primary goal of the tiered 
temperature management regime is to control temperatures at locations and times when winter-run eggs are the most 
vulnerable, based upon information about where and when winter-run redds (salmon egg nests) are actually deposited/po-
sitioned during incubation.”  

Federal District Court Denies Environmental Groups’ 2019 BiOps Injunction

Ongoing Litigation Threatens 2019 BiOps 



Despite the bizarre nature of 2020 thus far, this year does mark a major milestone – the 100-year anniversary of the 
establishment of the Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District. 

GCID is excited to celebrate its centennial this year and is taking this opportunity to remind landowners, water users, 
and the communities that are served, of the District’s long-standing history of benefitting the region economically while 
serving lands and environment sustainably. GCID’s dedication to the region has meant more than just simply delivering 
water for 100 years; it is also the largest water district in the Sacramento Valley with a history of serving the agricultural 
community, while maintaining critical wildlife habitat. 

In an interesting quirk of history, the District’s first irrigation water deliveries actually took place on February 13, 1920, 
a week before the official formation of the District, because it was an unusually dry season that made it necessary for 
farmers to begin earlier irrigation of their crops. This year, we again experienced a very dry winter and started irrigation 
deliveries early in February.

Throughout our 100-year history, GCID has been focused on meeting the intricate challenges of effectively managing 
and delivering water through an ever-improving delivery system and responsible policies. In our centennial year, we will 
continue to meet those challenges for our landowners and water users and remain focused on our three pillars of water 
supply reliability, rates, and infrastructure to continue to protect and improve the District. We thank you for your contin-
ued support and partnership and look forward to serving the region for another century and beyond.

               Thaddeus Bettner
              General Manager

Note from General Manager (continued from cover)



Post Office Box 150
Willows, California 95988

By Pacific Southwest Region USFWS

A reminder to rice growers, the ballot 
for the California Rice Commission 
Amendment is due by August 3.

GCID’S WATER SUPPLY HAS BEEN RESTORED TO 100% for 
the remainder of the 2020 water season. The Bureau of 
Reclamation (Reclamation) has announced that this is now 
a “Shasta Non-Critical” water year, and Sacramento River 
Settlement Contractors and the National Wildlife Refuges 
will have a full water supply through October, when the 
contract period ends. This change came about as a result 
of the late spring storms that led to the forecasted inflow to 
Shasta Lake currently being projected at greater than 3.2 
million acre-feet.

Although water conservation remains critically important, 
GCID water users will not have to adhere to the special 
critical year requirements of the Water Management and 
Conservation Policy. Instead of no field spillage for rice fields 
after July 1, notched weir boards with a board on top may 
remain in place throughout the irrigation season. The notched 
weir boards are required for all rice fields, as well as shutting 
off water at least seven days prior to draining fields.

RECLAMATION ANNOUNCES
100% Supply for Remainder of 2020 Water Season

This remains an extremely dry year and Reclamation is consulting with fisheries agencies on a Sacramento River Temperature 
Plan that may require irrigation districts to adjust operations to contribute to the management of temperature issues in 
the upper Sacramento River for salmon. Diversions from the Sacramento River may be limited later in the season to hold 
the cold water for the salmon and GCID water diversions and deliveries could be impacted. We will continue to keep you 
informed of developments as they occur. Your continued cooperation is appreciated.

FOLLOW
US:

www.instagram.com/glenncolusairrigationdistrict www.facebook.com/GlennColusaID

Due to coronavirus restrictions the Centennial Celebration
is postponed from Spring 2020 to hopefully Spring 2021.


