
LIKE OTHER SALMON RECOVERY PROJECTS ALONG THE UPPER SACRAMENTO RIVER, this project has a wide variety of partners 
including the Bureau of Reclamation, the Sacramento River Forum, Chico State Enterprises, California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, River Partners, City of Redding and the Sacramento River Settlement Contractors (SRSC). 
The SRSC, led by Reclamation District 108 (RD 108) with Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District acting as the construction manager, 
provided 11 equipment operators for the side channel construction. Other participating SRSC districts included the City of Redding, 
Reclamation District 787, Reclamation District 1004, Reclamation District 1500, Anderson Cottonwood Irrigation District, and the 
Tehama-Colusa Canal Authority. 

Project funding was provided through the Central Valley Project Improvement Act Restoration Fund, co-managed by Reclamation 
and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The SRSC, through a grant program with Reclamation, are investing in a new series of salmon 
recovery projects on the Sacramento River with GCID and RD 108 jointly managing $20 million to implement 10 to 12 projects over 
the next five years.

BACKGROUND
The South Cypress Island Side Channel Restoration Project in Redding increases and improves spawning and rearing habitat for Chinook 
salmon and steelhead in the Sacramento River, including the endangered winter-run Chinook salmon. 

Located immediately downstream of the Cypress Street Bridge, the project provides 4.8 acres of rearing side channel/pond habitat and 
almost an acre of spawning gravel. The project connected existing ponds and low-lying areas within the Nur Pon Open Space (formerly 
Henderson) to establish a continuously flowing cold-water side channel and includes other habitat features that will provide protective 
cover, slower flows, and sources of food. 

Designed to function even at the lowest allowable Sacramento River flows (3,250 cubic feet per second), the project creates a much 
needed ‘fish nursery’ refuge for juvenile salmonids before they migrate out to the ocean. The project includes native riparian planting 
and other habitat features that will provide protective cover, slower flows, and sources of food. 
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“This project is kind of a home makeover for Sacramento River’s Chinook Salmon,” said John Hannon, 
Fish Biologist with the Bureau of Reclamation. “We constructed the side channel for juvenile fish so they
will have a place to grow, feed and be safe from predators before they head down the river to the ocean.”
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