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2013 Water Conditions 
Early projections show that Sacramento River 
Settlement Contractors, including GCID, are on 
track to receive a full water supply for the 2013 
irrigation season. The dry fall conditions of 
September and October turned to very wet 
conditions in November and December resulting in 
hydrologic conditions well above average for the 
season. As of January 31, the Department of 
Water Resources reported that the Northern Sierra 
8-Station Precipitation Index Water Year (8-Station 
Index) total was 34.2 inches, which is about 68 
percent of an average 50 inch water year. At 
approximately the same date in 2012, the 8-
Station Index was at 14.5 inches and resulted in 
GCID planning for a critical drought year until 
significant rainfall occurred during March and April 
and restored the District’s water supply to 100 
percent. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Water User Meetings Scheduled  
GCID will hold meetings in March to provide 
landowners and water users with a recap of the 
2012 season, outlook for the 2013 irrigation 
season and a summary of winter maintenance 
projects. Other topics will include a review of 
the SBX7-7 program, proposed operations and 
maintenance policy, Delta issues and the Sites 
Reservoir project. 
 

Tuesday, March 19 at 1:30 p.m. 

Maxwell Inn 

81 Oak Street, Maxwell 
 

Wednesday, March 20 at 9:30 a.m. 

Willows City Council Chambers 
201 North Lassen Street, Willows 
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Winter Maintenance Projects 
One of the major maintenance projects currently 
taking place is the removal of sediment in the 
southern portion of the main canal, south of Stone 
Corral Check (Maxwell Sites Road). This stretch of 
the main canal is the top priority due to the need 
to correct canal deficiencies and constraints that 
were discovered during irrigation season last year. 
Growers in that reach of the canal had to wait 
longer than normal for irrigation deliveries, and 
the water operations department was forced to 
operate the main canal at higher levels than 
normal, which created the potential to “over-top” 
the canal and cause damage to surrounding fields. 
It is anticipated that additional aquatic weed 
control will also be necessary in this section of the 
main canal to improve delivery capability during 
high irrigation demand periods. 
 

 
Excavation of the western bank of the main canal 

 
In order to perform the extensive work necessary, 
the main canal below Stone Corral Check was shut 
down on December 15, 2012, to allow time for the 
main canal to drain and dry out before excavation 
began on January 2, 2013. Long-reach excavators 
are operating 6 days per week for 10 hours each 
day. It is estimated that over 50,000 cubic yards 
of material have been removed to date, and nearly 
3 miles of the main canal have been excavated on 
both sides. Work will continue to accomplish as 
much as possible prior to the system being filled 
again. 

 
   Removing silt build-up on main canal at Mile 50 

 
The dry conditions have been favorable for other 
winter maintenance activities as well. To date, 
over 20 of the 30 turnout deliveries that are 
scheduled to be replaced have been completed. 
Two check structures have been built and the 
third and largest of the check structures, Glenn 
Valley Slough, is nearing completion.  
 

 
     Glenn Valley Slough construction 
 
An additional 15 structures were scheduled to be 
modified or refurbished and 10 of those have been 
finished. Water operations personnel are using the 
maintenance period to replace and repair gates on 
the main canal and laterals. 
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(continued from page 2) 
 

 
 Replaced field delivery on Lateral 35-1c-5l     
 
The winter maintenance shutdown period will 
continue through February 20 to allow for the 
construction and maintenance projects that are 
necessary to maintain the District’s system on a 
long-term basis. From February 21 to March 1, the 
system will remain in a shutdown and drained 
condition, unless water orders are received for 
frost protection and stand establishment only. 
Copies of the Winter Maintenance Shutdown Policy 
are available at the District office or on the 
District’s web site at www.gcid.net. 
 
 

 
Back filling new headwalls on Lateral 41-2b 

 

 
 

 
  Replaced deliveries at Hunter Creek 2 
 
Water Distribution System Operation 
and Maintenance Policy 
The District is developing a comprehensive 
operation and maintenance (O&M) policy for 
consideration by the District's Board of Directors. 
The policy will address issues associated with the 
operation and maintenance of the main canal, 
laterals, drains and associated seepage issues. 
The District has legal rights-of-way to conduct 
these O&M activities on the majority of these 
facilities; however, the District does not have 
rights-of-way to enter private property on a 
significant number of laterals. These laterals are 
considered private laterals. 
 
The policy will also provide an option for 
landowners to request the District to assume O&M 
responsibilities of these private laterals. 

 
AWMP and SBX7-7 Compliance 
Program to be Adopted 
The GCID Board of Directors will be considering 
the adoption of the Agricultural Water 
Management Plan (AWMP) and SBX7-7 Water 
Measurement Compliance Program at its board 
meeting at 9:30 a.m. on February 14, 2013, at the 
GCID office, 344 East Laurel Street, Willows.  
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SBX7-7 Measurement Program  

As previously reported, GCID has been in the 
process of preparing a Water Measurement 
Compliance Program to comply with SBX7-7, one  
of the bills that was passed in 2009 as part of the 
California Comprehensive Water Package. The 
process has moved slowly due to difficulties 
experienced by the Department of Water 
Resources (DWR) in preparing regulations that 
were approved by the California Water 
Commission and the Office of Administrative Law 
(OAL). After the OAL required DWR to do 
substantial rewriting to meet the standards of the 
Government Code, DWR’s regulations were 
approved and agricultural water suppliers of over 
25,000 acres must prepare and submit a plan that 
meets the measuring criteria and volumetric 
pricing established in the regulations.  
 
GCID staff has prepared a draft SBX7-7 Water 
Measurement Compliance Program that includes a 
description of the program components, proposed 
physical measurement alternatives and criteria, 
and proposed measurement protocols, customer 
billing and reporting procedures. The program also 
includes a proposed pilot project and an 
implementation timeline.  
 
GCID’s program is designed to provide for 
measurements to be taken on specific laterals and 
other locations to achieve the most accurate 
results. Financing the new measurement sites, 
equipment and other requirements is another 
component of the program. The program report 
includes information on the Proposition 218 
process to address new infrastructure costs and 
new rate methodologies designed to incorporate 
in-part volumetric pricing. 
  
AWMP  

In addition to the SBX7-7 Water Measurement 
Compliance Program, the 2009 legislation codified 
the Agricultural Water Management Planning Act  
 

 
(AWMPA), Water Code sections 10800-10853, 
requiring agricultural water suppliers of greater 
than 25,000 acres, to prepare and adopt an 
Agricultural Water Management Plan (AWMP) to  
achieve the conservation of water.  The AWMP 
must contain information regarding an agricultural 
water supplier’s service area, quantity and quality 
of water supplies, and specific water use efficiency 
information. 
 
The AWMPA states that agricultural water 
suppliers that submit a water conservation plan to 
the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) pursuant 
to the Central Valley Project Improvement Act 
(CVPIA) may submit those plans in satisfaction of 
the substantive AWMP requirements. 
 
In 2007, Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District (GCID) 
and other Sacramento River Settlement  
Contractors (SRSC) developed the SRSC Regional 
Water Management Plan (RWMP) in cooperation 
with the USBR, in accordance with the Regional 
Criteria for Evaluating Water Management Plans 
for the Sacramento River Contractors. This 
document was developed as an outgrowth of the  
Basinwide Water Management Plan.  Preparation 
of the RWMP met the requirements of CVPIA as 
well as the Settlement Contracts themselves. 
 
In 2009, GCID and the SRSC prepared an update 
to the RWMP (2009 Update), and in cooperation 
with the USBR, they most recently prepared the 
2010/2011 update to the RWMP (2010/2011 
Update).  GCID has submitted them to the USBR 
in satisfaction of its water conservation plan 
obligations and the USBR has accepted these 
submittals as adequate. 
 
Document Location 

A copy of the proposed AWMP, including GCID’s 
SBX7-7 Water Measurement Compliance Program, 
is available for review at the GCID office, 344 East 
Laurel Street, Willows, or on the District’s website 
at www.gcid.net/RWMP.html. 
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