
Sacramento River Settlement Contractors 
Drought Management Plan 

Water Shortage Allocation Policies  

CVP Sacramento River Contract Supply Requirements 

The Central Valley Project (CVP) supplies approximately 6 to 7 million ac-ft (maf) of water 
annually to water contractors in the Central Valley, Santa Clara Valley, and Contra Costa 
County. Total CVP contractual entitlements north of the Delta total approximately 4 maf. 
Contracts with various entities specify that full contractual water deliveries be made except 
during dry periods. During periods of reduced supplies, water deliveries are decreased 
according to the curtailment terms in the contracts.  

Criteria for Defining Water Availability 

CVP contractors along the Sacramento River can generally be grouped into two major 
categories; Sacramento River Settlement Contractors and CVP Water Service Contractors. 

Sacramento River Settlement Contractors 

Most of the Sacramento River Settlement Contractors (SRSCs) claimed water rights in the 
Sacramento Basin prior to the construction of Shasta Dam. Contract provisions specify potential 
reductions of no more than 25 percent of contracted amounts during dry conditions (as 
determined by the Shasta Inflow Index). Approximately 2.2 maf of water (1.8 maf being 
designated as Base Supply with the remainder as Project Water) is allocated annually for 
delivery to the SRSCs. This total represents approximately 55 percent of the total quantity of 
water Reclamation must provide for agricultural, M&I, and wildlife refuge uses north of the 
Delta. The SRSC entitlements represent the majority of CVP water that is used north of the 
Delta. Additionally, SRSC supplies are the most reliable among contract holders because the 
SRSC entitlements are subject to the least severe curtailments. 

Except in times of critical-year reductions and water shortages, the CVP makes available the 
amount of water specified in the terms of its water right settlement and CVP water service 
contracts. Conditions for determining the quantity of water available to the SRSCs during water 
shortage years are based on the Shasta Criteria. The Shasta Criteria are used to determine when 
a water year is considered to be critical, based on unimpaired or full natural inflow to Shasta 
Lake. If a water year is determined to be critical, deliveries of contract supplies (both Base 
Supply and Project Water) to SRSCs are reduced to 75 percent of the contract amount. A critical 
year is defined as any year when the forecast full natural inflow to Shasta Lake for the current 
water year (October 1 of the preceding calendar year through September 30 of the current 
calendar year) is equal to or less than 3.2 maf. A year is also critical when the total accumulated 
actual deficiencies are below 4 maf in the previous water year or series of successive previous 
water years, each of which had inflows of less than 4 maf, together with the forecast deficiency 
for the current water year, exceed 800,000 ac-ft. The full natural inflow to Shasta Lake forecast of 
the water year is made by Reclamation on or before February 15 and is reviewed and updated 
as frequently thereafter as conditions and information warrant. 



CVP Water Service Contractors 

These agricultural and municipal and industrial (M&I) water service contractors entered into 
agreements with Reclamation for delivery of CVP water as a supplemental supply. Water 
deliveries to agricultural water service contractors can be reduced up to 100 percent in 
particularly dry years. Maximum curtailment levels are not specified for most M&I water 
service contractors. Water availability for delivery to CVP water service contractors during 
periods of insufficient supply is determined by a combination of operational objectives, 
hydrologic conditions, and reservoir storage conditions. Given the curtailment provisions, 
water service contractors holding these contracts have a relatively less reliable supply than the 
SRSCs. Examples of this type of water service contractor within the Sacramento River Basin 
include those associated with the Tehama-Colusa Canal Authority. 

Approximately 1 maf of water is allocated annually for delivery to CVP water service 
contractors (approximately 0.5 maf is allocated to both agricultural and M&I water service 
contractors) in the basin. This represents approximately 25 percent of the total quantity of water 
Reclamation must provide for agricultural, M&I, and wildlife refuge uses north of the Delta. 

Water availability for delivery to CVP water service contractors during periods of insufficient 
water supply is determined at the discretion of Reclamation according to a combination of 
operational objectives, hydrologic conditions, and reservoir storage conditions. In years of 
shortage, Reclamation has historically allocated shortages equally among water service 
contractors within the same general area (e.g., north of the Delta). There is no limit on the 
shortage that Reclamation can declare for CVP agricultural water service contractors, and 
Reclamation can reduce their water supplies to zero. Some CVP M&I water service contracts 
provide for a minimum allocation of 75 percent of the contract supply, and in drought years, 
Reclamation has applied that standard to M&I water service contracts. 

Colusa Drain Mutual Water Company 

In addition to the SRSCs and the CVP Water Service Contractors, is a supplemental water 
supply contract between Reclamation and Colusa Drain Mutual Water Company. The Colusa 
Drain Mutual Water Company was chartered in 1988, to serve as a vehicle for entering into a 
contract with Reclamation. The company is composed of diverters from the Colusa Basin Drain 
who are not within previously existing water districts. The company’s service area includes 
approximately 57,500 acres, extending over 80 miles along the Colusa Drain within Glenn, 
Colusa, and Yolo Counties. The Reclamation contract with the company has no provisions for a 
physical supply of water. The company pays Reclamation for project releases, which are 
required to offset the impacts to senior water rights holders downstream of the company 
diverters, caused by calculated consumptive use within the company’s service area. The 
company has historically required approximately 25,000 to 30,000 ac-ft of replacement water 
that has been met with Project Supply provided under its contract with Reclamation or has been 
met with water transfers from SRSCs. In times of shortage, the supplemental water supply 
available to the diverters within the company is determined based on the supply available to 
the SRSCs and the CVP Water Service Contractors. 

SRSC Policies for Shortage of Water  

The operating rules, policies, and regulations for the region vary from district to district. In 
general, operating rules and regulations include lead time for water orders and shutoff, policies 
on water allocation, return flows, and drainage, policies related to transfers into and out of each 
participating SRSC, and water shortage and apportionment policies. The operating rules and 
regulations for each participating SRSC depends on how each was originally formed. For 



example, mutual water company policies are determined by a board of trustees; whereas, water 
districts formed under Chapter 11 of the California Water Code have policies and procedures 
that are determined by a board of directors.   

Following is a summary of the water allocation and shortage policies of the SRSCs participating 
in the Regional Water Management Plan. 

Anderson-Cottonwood Irrigation District 

Rotation and Apportionment: 

According to Rule 9 of ACID Rules and Regulations: Water will be furnished in rotation to 
each irrigator. Ditchtenders will endeavor to give advance notice, personally or through others, to 
irrigators of the approximate time their rotation will start. Any irrigator not taking water when 
his turn arrives may forfeit his right during that rotation. In the event of shortages, the District 
will endeavor to equitably apportion the available water supply. 

Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District 

Apportionment of Water: 

According to Rule 6 of GCID Rules and Regulations: In the event of water shortage or water 
delivery constraints, the District will endeavor to equitably apportion the available District water 
to the District land entitled thereto.  

In years in which the Board concludes that the District’s water supply will be inadequate to serve 
all lands entitled to service from the District, the District will estimate the total water supply 
available for the irrigation season, and after deducting estimated canal losses, apportion the 
balance to each District landowner in accordance with California Water Code section 22250 and 
22251. To accomplish this apportionment, the District will accept primary applications for 
acreages of crops for which the landowner’s apportioned water share will bring appurtenant crops 
to maturity. All additional acreage applied for will be placed on a secondary application list. On 
expiration of the time to submit primary water applications, if the total estimated water required 
to serve the primary application is less than the total estimated water available, the excess shall be 
equitably allocated to secondary applications at the discretion of the Board. 

Provident Irrigation District 

Shortage of Water: 

According to Rule 13 of PID Rules and Regulations: When, through lack of water, lack of 
ditch capacity, or for any other reason, it is not possible to deliver throughout the District or any 
portion thereof the full supply of water required by the water users, such supply as can be 
delivered will be equitably pro-rated until such time as delivery of a full supply can be given. A 
pro-rata delivery means a simultaneous flow available at a point nearest the District system for 
the use of each and every landowner or water user in as nearly an exact proportion as can be 
determined of the total amount available or that can be delivered, based on the individual’s right 
to receive water as fixed by acreage, crop to be irrigated, ditch capacity, or otherwise. The method 
may be applied to all, or a part of the system. 

Princeton-Codora-Glenn Irrigation District 

Shortage of Water: 

According to Rule 13 of PCGID Rules and Regulations: When, through lack of water, lack of 
ditch capacity, or for any other reason, it is not possible to deliver throughout the District or any 
portion thereof the full supply of water required by the water users, such supply as can be 



delivered will be equitably pro-rated until such time as delivery of a full supply can be given. A 
pro-rata delivery means a simultaneous flow available at a point nearest the District system for 
the use of each and every landowner or water user in as nearly an exact proportion as can be 
determined of the total amount available or that can be delivered, based on the individual’s right 
to receive water as fixed by acreage, crop to be irrigated, ditch capacity, or otherwise. The method 
may be applied to all, or a part of the system. 

Reclamation District 108  

Shortage of Water: 

Rule 7 of RD 108 Rules and Regulations states: Whenever a general shortage of water appears 
imminent, the Board of Trustees shall so find by resolution duly passed and recorded in its 
minutes. The resolution shall incorporate special rules and regulations to cover the distribution of 
the available water supply during the period of the shortage. In the event of temporary, local or 
similar shortages, the Manager is authorized to place in effect such variations in service as in his 
judgement the occasions requires. 

Reclamation District 1004 

Shortage of Water: 

RD 1004 Rules and Regulations state: Whenever a general shortage of water appears 
imminent, the Board of Trustees shall so find by resolution duly passed and recorded in its 
minutes. The resolution shall incorporate special rules and regulations to cover the distribution of 
the available water supply during the period of the shortage. In the event of temporary, local or 
similar shortages, the Manager is authorized to place in effect such variations in service as in his 
judgment the occasions requires. 

Meridian Farms Water Company 

Shortage of Water: 

According to Rule 10 of MFWC Rules and Regulations: When, for any reason, the full 
supply of water required cannot be delivered to the users or stockholders, such supply as can be 
delivered shall be prorated until such time as delivery of full supply can be resumed. 

Sutter Mutual Water Company  

According to Rule 5 of SMWC Rules and Regulations: Whenever a general shortage of water 
appears imminent, the Board of Directors shall so find by resolution duly passed and recorded in 
its minutes. The resolution shall incorporate special rules and regulations to cover the 
distribution of the available water supply during the period of the shortage. In the event of 
temporary, local or similar shortages, the Manager is authorized to place in effect such variations 
in service as in his judgment the occasion requires. 

Natomas Central Mutual Water Company 

Water rotation, apportionment, and shortage allocation: 

Policy 25 of NCMWC Water Policies: All requests for water will be filled on the basis of when 
the request was submitted and the availability of water in each particular service area. Water 
requests will be filled as soon as possible and a request submitted before 11:00 a.m. will be filled 
that same day, when water is available. Requests submitted after 11:00 a.m., may not be filled 
until the following day, unless it is an emergency situation. 


