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Minutes of Special Meeting 
Held 

May 14, 2021 
 

President Bransford called the meeting of the Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District Board of 
Directors to order at 11:33 a.m. The meeting was held at the Glenn-Colusa Irrigation 
District Board Room, 344 East Laurel Street, Willows, California, and via teleconference 
in accordance with Brown Act amendments resulting from Coronavirus pandemic 
restrictions. 
 
Present:  
Donald R. Bransford, President, Division 4 (via teleconference) 
Peter Knight, Vice-President, Division 1 
John Amaro, Director, Division 2  
Logan Dennis, Director, Division 3 
Blake Vann, Director, Division 5 
  
Absent: 
None 
 
Staff Present: 
Thaddeus Bettner, General Manager 
Cynthia Davis, Personnel and Communications Director 
Mary Spooner, Office Specialist 
Louis Jarvis, Finance Director 
Karen Alves, Administrative Services Manager 
Jered Shipley, Water Operations Superintendent 
Jeremy Ricardson, Assistant Maintenance Superintendent 
Zac Dickens, District Engineer (via teleconference) 
Andy Hitchings, Legal Counsel (via teleconference) 
 
Also Present: 
Jim Brobeck, AquAlliance (via teleconference) 
Richard Harriman, Butte County Commissioner (via teleconference) 
 
Public Participation 
President Bransford called for public participation and asked if anyone would like to 
address the Board. Jim Brobeck, AquAlliance and Richard Harriman addressed the 
Board and held their questions until agenda item four was discussed. 
 
Discuss and Consider Revisions to Water Management and Conservation Policy 
General Manager Bettner reported that during the Landowner and Water User meeting 
on May 11, several landowners recommended going to a no-spill policy immediately. 
He addressed Section V of the Water Management and Conservation Policy titled Water 
Management and Conservation Rules in Extreme Water Shortage Years (Greater Than 
25% Reduction in Water Supply), which  addresses the no-spill criteria during a critical 
dry year and provides for its implementation when necessary.  Discussion took place 
regarding the potential need for emergency drainage due to high alkali ground with a 
PCA’s approval. Water Superintendent Shipley addressed the Board to say the Water 
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Operators were to work closely with water uses and work with them on a case-by-case 
basis and depending on the availability of water. 

Director Vann moved to immediately implement the no-spill policy as stated in Section 
V of the Water Management and Conservation Policy. Director Amaro seconded the 
motion, and it was unanimously approved by the following vote:  

 
 Ayes:  Directors Bransford, Knight, Amaro, Dennis and Vann 
 
Discuss and Consider Adoption of Resolution No. 2021-09  
The Board discussed  Resolution No. 2021-09   which, if approved, would: (1) approve 
the 2021 Emergency Groundwater Production Program providing for up to 25,000 acre-
feet of groundwater pumping in GCID in lieu of diverting an equivalent amount of 
surface water ; (2) find that the Program is exempt from the California Environmental 
Quality Act; and (3) authorize the General Manager to take such actions as are 
necessary to effectuate the Program.  
General Manager Bettner reviewed the current water year conditions and reported that  
2021 is now  on record as being as dry as 1977. The Governor’s Drought Proclamation 
allows for the enactment of emergency measures including the implementation of an  
Emergency Groundwater Production Program. GCID’s proposed 2021 Emergency 
Groundwater Production Program can allow the District to decrease  its diversions in 
coordination with the CVP releases from the Shasta Reservoir and assist with meeting 
the  temperature demands of the State Water Resources Control Board. 
 
Jim Brobeck of AquAlliance questioned the specific areas in which  the District will be 
operating wells and how  the well   production is measured. General Manager Bettner 
explained that this is a GCID landowner well program and the locations have not been 
finalized at this time. The use of the wells  will be based upon need at certain times in 
specific areas of the District.  These wells will all be metered and monitored and most 
likely be utilized in the months of June, July, and August.  
 
Butte County Commissioner Richard Harriman addressed the Board regarding his  
concerns whether the Emergency Groundwater Production Program qualifies for a 
categorical exemption under CEQA. Attorney Hitchings responded and explained that 
there  is a statutory exemption applicable to these emergency conditions and GCID’s 
program meets all CEQA requirements. 
 
Director Knight moved to adopt Resolution No. 2021-09 and (1) approve the 2021 
Emergency Groundwater Production Program providing for up to 25,000 acre-feet of 
groundwater pumping in GCID in lieu of diverting an equivalent amount of surface 
water; (2) find that the Program is exempt from the California Environmental Quality 
Act; and (3) authorize the General Manager to take such actions as are necessary to 
effectuate the Program. Director Dennis seconded the motion, and it was unanimously 
approved by the following vote: 
 
Ayes:  Directors Bransford, Knight, Amaro, Dennis and Vann 
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Closed Session 
The Board adjourned to Closed Session at 9:53 a.m. to discuss Conference with Legal 
Counsel – Anticipated Litigation. 
 
Closed Session 

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
Initiation of Litigation pursuant to paragraph (4) of Subdivision (d) of Gov. 
Code sec. 54956.9: Two Potential Cases 

 
The Board reconvened to open session at 12:40 a.m. 

 
President Bransford reported that the Board heard reports on two potential cases, gave 
direction to staff and took no action. 
 
The Board adjourned at 12:41 a.m. 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 
 

Thaddeus L. Bettner 
Secretary                                   

 
Attest a true record of proceedings made and  
taken at the above foregoing meeting our consent  
thereto and our presence thereat. 
 
 
 
____________              ______   ___ 
Donald R. Bransford 
 
 
_______________________________  
Peter Knight 
 
 
_____                                                 _ 
Blake Vann   
 
 
   __                                         _      ___ 
John Amaro 
 
 
_____________________                  _ 
Logan Dennis 


