
ACWA Keynote Speaker: Reclamation Commissioner 

Brenda Burman 

 
Last week, the Association of California Water Agencies held their postponed spring 
conference over two days completely online.  It was an interesting mix of live sessions, 
pre-recorded panel sessions, and Zoom chat rooms. 
 
The keynote speakers were the highest officials overseeing state and federal water 
policy: Secretary of Natural Resources Wade Crowfoot, Commissioner of Reclamation 
Brenda Burman, State Water Board Chair Joaquin Esquivel, and Department of Water 
Resources Director Karla Nemeth. Their speeches will be featured on Maven's 
Notebook this week, but here is a brief wrap-up of events. 
 

 
Commissioner Brenda Burman spoke about how proud she was of the Reclamation 
team's accomplishments in California. In her speech, she enumerated them all, from the 
Klamath River to the Colorado River, the central theme of her presentation being, " We 
are doing what we said we would do." 
 
She praised the new biological opinions as modernizing water project operations 
and being built on the best available science.  "It includes $1.5 billion investment to 
support endangered fish over the next ten years. It includes operations to create a 
bigger cold water pool and to be smarter and more targeted in how we use that cold 
water. It includes smarter Delta operations through real-time adaptive management and 
Delta pumping operations that are updated by the latest science. It calls for significant 
investments in hatcheries, including approximately $50 million for a conservation 
hatchery in the Delta to assist in the recovery of Delta smelt and other species.It also 
includes accelerating work at Battle Creek to reintroduce winter run salmon, and it 
includes the commitment to use the newest science and latest scientific thinking to 
ensure Reclamation’s updated operations are benefitting fish. These operational 
changes and biological opinions will improve water supply reliability for millions of 
Californians, promote agricultural and industrial prosperity, and protect wildlife and 
aquatic resources." 
 
Regarding the state's decision to sue, she expressed her disappointment, saying 
"The Central Valley Project and the State Water Project are so entwined that operating 
under different rules just makes no sense. Neither would I expect a lengthy legal battle 
could be the sound solution for a healthy Delta ecosystem. The Central Valley Project 
and the State Water Project are key to the future of California and its economy. Prudent, 
science-based management of the project is critical for the state’s economy, for our 
communities, for the natural environment. A true collaborative approach is the best path 
forward and I hope we can get there." 
 
Her concluding statement (which you will either love or hate), she said, "We are 
modernizing our infrastructure, we are planning for much-needed storage, we are 



making advances in science and restoration, we are expanding our partnerships 
through a variety of programs, and we are keeping our promises, and we are doing 
what we said we would do. And we are not done." 
 
More here: 

https://mavensnotebook.com/2020/08/06/acwa-conference-commissioner-
brenda-burman-we-are-keeping-our-promises-and-we-are-doing-what-we-said-
we-would-do-and-we-are-not-done/ 
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