
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DATE:  April 2, 2020 
 
TO:  GCID Landowners and Water Users 
 
SUBJECT: Current Water Supply Status and Water Application Information 
 
Water Supply Announcement Status  
Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District (GCID/District) is still waiting for the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation (Reclamation) to update the water supply announcement for the 2020 
water year, and will probably not hear definitively until mid-April. Reclamation will be 
assessing the April 1 snowpack survey, along with other data related to March 
precipitation before making a formal announcement.  

The District remains concerned that the March storms will not have provided enough 
snow and rainfall above Shasta Reservoir and that Reclamation will announce that 
GCID and other Sacramento River Settlement Contractors are in a Shasta Critical Year. 
This would mean that the water supply for this year will be 75% of the District’s annual 
contract supply. 

We will continue to closely monitor conditions and will provide information to you 
immediately upon being informed by Reclamation.  

Water Applications  
As explained in the March 18, 2020 letter, GCID will delay mailing water application 
information and forms until the final water supply notice is provided by Reclamation 
in mid-April. Landowners and water users are encouraged to wait until application 
materials are available to apply for water, because unit duties and payment differ 
between a 100% and a 75% supply. If you do need to irrigate prior to water applications 
being mailed, the District staff will work with you to complete an interim application 
and down payment.  
 
If a critical year is declared, there are a few crops that will be impacted because the 
applied unit duty is higher than the per deeded acre water allocation. Those crops are: 
rice, alfalfa, pasture, corn and walnuts that use flood irrigation. Please consider how 
many acres you could plant, and options to cover the water demand necessary to meet 
your planted acreage requirements.  
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A separate mailing will be sent to groundwater well owners who may wish to use their 
private wells to meet their irrigation demands in the event that a critical year is 
declared. 
 
Application materials are being prepared and will be mailed immediately following the 
water supply announcement. The deadline for returning water applications will be 
extended. This is not the first time that the announcement has been this late in the 
spring and District staff was able to process applications and provide irrigation 
deliveries in a timely manner. GCID employees are prepared to do so again this year. 
 
If permanent crops require irrigation between April 1 and the final water supply 
announcement in mid-April, please contact the District office and staff will assist you. 
 
Impacts of Coronavirus/COVID-19 
The GCID office is now closed to the public for in-person service to protect the public 
and our employees during the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. We will serve you via 
phone, email and U.S. mail. For your convenience, a secure drop box is being installed 
in front of the office to facilitate leaving applications and payments. A list of staff 
contact information and mobile phone numbers is available on the GCID web site at 
www.gcid.net. We will make every effort to answer questions and assist landowners, 
water users and other members of the public during this extremely difficult time. Your 
patience and cooperation is appreciated. 

All GCID employees have received information on COVID-19 and are urged to follow 
“best practices” while continuing their essential duties of working to provide an 
irrigation supply to District water users. Work in the field is continuing and irrigation 
deliveries will take place to support the agricultural needs of Colusa and Glenn 
counties. 
 
Due to meeting restrictions put in place by the Governor, the District will not be able 
to hold its annual landowner and water user meetings in person. Plans are being made 
to hold meetings by teleconference and a PowerPoint presentation will be made 
available through various means.  
 
Contact Us 
Again, please contact the District office at (530) 934-8881 with any questions you may 
have regarding water applications. Questions pertaining to water deliveries may be 
directed to Water Operations Superintendent Jered Shipley at (530) 518-7187.  

We will continue to keep you updated and informed on any water supply 
developments as they occur.    

http://www.gcid.net/

