
ACWA Keynote Speaker: DWR Director Karla Nemeth 

 
Last week, the Association of California Water Agencies held their postponed spring 
conference over two days completely online.  It was an interesting mix of live sessions, 
pre-recorded panel sessions, and Zoom chat rooms. 
 

The keynote speakers were the highest officials overseeing state and federal water 

policy: Secretary of Natural Resources Wade Crowfoot, Commissioner of Reclamation 

Brenda Burman, State Water Board Chair Joaquin Esquivel, and Department of Water 

Resources Director Karla Nemeth. Their speeches will be featured on Maven's 

Notebook this week, but here is a brief wrap-up of events. 

 

Director Karla Nemeth spoke about the Department's efforts to meet the state's water 
challenges.  She also touched on the racial inequities, noting that the State Water 
Project serves 6 million people living in disadvantaged communities, which speaks to 
the critical importance of the operation of the State Water Project and achieving a 
broader vision that brings water safety and security to all Californians.  
 
So in the spirit of making the State Water Project more useful to the communities and 
farms it serves, she is addressing this in three ways:  The State Water Project reliability 
report now includes a climate change analysis, the new Incidental Take Permit for State 
Water Project that will allow more flexibility in operations; and implementing a water 
transfer program that will make possible long-term transfers of core State Water Project 
supplies amongst the state water contractors. 
 
Later in her speech, she echoed Chair Esquivel's remarks on the importance of 
diversity equity and inclusion. "We are examining all of our services, from recruiting 
to contracting, and how our existing programs to support diversity throughout California. 
In the course of the next 12 to 14 months, we will have a racial equity action plan that 
the Department will implement that is so critical to creating the California that we want 
and a California water, a system of systems that work no matter what corner of the state 
you reside in, no matter your background, um, and no matter your economic advantage. 
So I'm very proud of that work." 
 
Regarding the disputed biological opinions, Director Nemeth said they are 
continuing to work through challenges around surface water regulations between the 
federal biological opinions and the state of California Endangered Species Act 
permit.  "It's our goal as an administration to continue to work through those issues 
because they do bear a relationship to our ability to complete the voluntary agreements. 
That said we do continue to work with other tributaries that are not a part of the State 
Water Project or the Central Valley Project on voluntary agreements." 
 
She noted, "Our federal permit and the federal biological opinions are also the 
regulatory criteria for the operation of the State Water Project under federal law," said 



Director Nemeth. " So our incentive to align and coordinate is very strong and that work 
is ongoing, despite a lot of the contention around how those regulatory regimes will 
work together." 
 
More here: 

https://mavensnotebook.com/2018/12/05/acwa-conference-department-of-
water-resources-director-karla-nemeth-on-the-departments-efforts-to-confront-
the-challenges-ahead/ 
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