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DATE: August 25, 2015 

TO:  GCID Landowners and Water Users  

SUBJECT: Water Supply and Related Issues 

Fall Water Availability 

The District is exploring options to make water available in late September and 
October, under the District’s Sacramento River Settlement (SRS) Contract. Due 
to the restrictions on diversions during the spring months, GCID estimates that 
approximately 30,000 acre-feet of base water supply under the SRS Contract 
could be available for rice straw decomposition, duck ponds, and other habitat 
uses.  

District staff will be meeting with Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) staff 
regarding plans for fall releases, and whether GCID and other SRS Contractors 
could divert supply to improve bird habitat in the fall and decompose rice 
crops. Discussions will take place between Reclamation, National Marine 
Fisheries Service, and the State Water Resources Control Board. 

Landowners and water users will be notified of any available water supply as 
soon as possible. 

Counties Pass Six-Month Moratorium on New Groundwater Well Permits 

The Colusa County and Glenn County Boards of Supervisors have recently 
passed six-month moratoriums on new well permits. No new well permits will 
be issued during this six-month period in each county; however, consideration 
will be given to domestic well failures, and agricultural well failures. 

GCID’s Groundwater Supplemental Supply Project proposes to install five new 
groundwater production wells that could be used in conjunction with the five 
existing District groundwater wells, all in Glenn County, to supplement District 
surface water supplies during dry and critically dry years. This project will not 
be negatively impacted by the Glenn County moratorium. The District is still in 
the process of fulfilling the California Environmental Quality Act requirements. 
A public comment meeting on the Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for 
the project was held in July, during which comments were received from 
attendees, and written comments were accepted until July 31, 2015. Those  
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comments are being analyzed and responses prepared to be included in the 
final EIR. 

GCID Adopts Resolution to Become a Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

The GCID Board of Directors took action to adopt Resolution No. 2015-03 to 
become a Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) under the Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Act (Act) at its August 20, 2015, meeting.  

Governor Brown signed the Act of 2014 in September 2014. The Act authorized 
local agencies to manage groundwater in a sustainable fashion, and requires 
that groundwater basins be managed by a GSA. GCID boundaries include 
portions of the Colusa subbasin and Corning subbasin of the Sacramento Valley 
groundwater basin. 

Glenn County, Colusa County, and numerous other local water districts have 
also elected to become GSAs. It is anticipated that coordination and 
cooperation will occur between the counties, GCID and other districts as the 
entities move forward to comply with the Act and develop strategies to manage 
the local groundwater basins in a sustainable fashion. 

NRDC and Others File 60-Day Notice of Intent to Sue under ESA 

On August 10, 2015, the National Resources Defense Council (NRDC), Pacific 
Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations/Institute for Fisheries Resources, 
San Francisco Baykeeper, The Bay Institute, and Winnemen Wintu Tribe 
(collectively, NRDC) sent a 60-day notice of intent to sue to Reclamation, the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and National Marine 
Fisheries Services (NMFS) for alleged violations of Section 7 of the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA) related to the execution and implementation of the SRS 
Contracts.  

The letter also alleges that Reclamation and 28 Sacramento River Settlement 
(SRS) Contractors, including GCID, are in violation of Section 9 of the ESA. 
These allegations concern the alleged effects of Reclamation’s release of water 
from Shasta Dam and the diversions under the SRS Contracts on endangered 
Sacramento River winter-run Chinook salmon, threatened Central Valley spring-
run Chinook salmon, and designated habitat for these species. 

This potential litigation is in addition to the existing litigation NRDC has 
pursued against the Settlement Contracts on delta smelt. The District will keep 
landowners and water users informed on the status of this potential litigation.  


