
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DATE:  March 19, 2020 
 
TO:  GCID Landowners and Water Users 
 
SUBJECT: Update on 2020 Water Supply Information 
 
Update on 2020 Water Supply Conditions 
On March 11, 2020, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) updated the February 
forecast and indicated that the possibility exists of a change to a Critical Year, which 
would reduce GCID’s supply to 75 percent. The following excerpt is from the message 
received from Reclamation on March 11: 

“Based on current hydrologic conditions and projected inflow, the 
possibility exists of a change to the determination from not a Critical 
Year to a Critical Year, which will result in a reduction in water the 
Contractor is entitled and authorized to divert from the Sacramento 
River. We anticipate revisiting and potentially revising this determination 
after evaluating the results from the WSI on April 1, 2020, unless 
conditions warrant an earlier review and notification. Unfortunately, 
February was a record dry month and precipitation thus far in March has 
been disappointing. While there may be some precipitation opportunities 
in the remainder of the month, the overall weather pattern is highly 
variable and favors central and southern California. We will be closely 
monitoring the conditions in the coming weeks.” 
 

Although the recent March storms have improved water conditions, it is still possible 
for the 100 percent supply to be reduced for Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District and other 
Sacramento River Settlement Contractors (SRSC). 

We will be closely monitoring conditions and will provide information as soon as it is 
available, likely in early to mid-April. 

Term 91 
Due to the recent storms, it is not anticipated that Term 91 restrictions will be 
imposed, and the District can continue to divert water from the Sacramento River for 
irrigation needs in March. 
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Water Applications  
GCID will delay mailing water application information and forms until the final water 
supply notice is provided by Reclamation in mid-April. Materials are being prepared 
and will be distributed as soon as a definitive announcement is made, and the deadline 
for application submittals will be extended. As you may recall, in previous critical 
years, the District mailed applications on April 18, 2014 and April 16, 2015, and was 
able to service landowners’ needs in a timely manner. We are prepared to do so once 
again this year. 
 
If permanent crops require irrigation between April 1 and the announcement of the 
final allocation in mid-April, please contact the District office at (530) 934-8881 and 
staff will assist you. 
 
Impacts of Coronavirus/COVID-19 
As of the date of this letter, GCID does not intend to close its office to the public due 
to the threat posed by the Coronavirus/COVID-19. However, GCID urges landowners 
and tenants to conduct business by mail or telephone in order to limit possible 
exposure. All GCID employees have received information on COVID-19 and are urged 
to follow “best practices” while continuing their essential duties of working to provide 
an irrigation supply to Glenn and Colusa counties. 
 
The District had planned to hold its annual landowner and water user meetings in late 
March, but due to the lack of information and the need to limit the size and number in 
attendance at gatherings due to COVID-19 concerns, meeting plans are postponed. If 
possible, meetings will be held in late April or teleconferences may be scheduled for 
interested individuals. 
 
Again, please contact the District office at (530) 934-8881 with any questions you may 
have regarding early water applications. Questions pertaining to water deliveries may 
be directed to Water Operations Superintendent Jered Shipley at (530) 518-7187.  

Your patience during this difficult time is appreciated. We will continue to keep you 
updated and informed on any water supply developments as they occur. 
 
 

      


