
 
 

 

 
 
GCID Moving to No-Spill Policy Immediately 
The Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District Board of Directors had a Special Board Meeting on 
Friday, May 14, to discuss the severe drought conditions and consider actions to meet 
landowner and water user needs through the rest of the irrigation season. The reduced 
water supply, coupled with the extreme wind events of the last few weeks, have made 
it difficult to meet irrigation demands as planned. 
 
The Board acted to immediately implement the no-spill policy under the Critical Year 
section of the GCID Water Management and Conservation Policy rather than wait until 
July 1. (The GCID Water Management and Conservation Policy is available at 
www.gcid.net under the Water Supply and Operations tab on the Regulations and 
Policies dropdown link). As of May 15, no field spillage will be allowed until the end of 
the irrigation season. Tail boxes are required to be sealed with plastic or a soil berm. 
Water users are encouraged to communicate and work with water operators and 
District staff as we navigate through the rest of this difficult water year. 
 
Emergency Groundwater Production Program 
Following Governor Newsom’s May 10 Drought Proclamation, the Board directed staff 
to take the necessary steps to proceed with a 2021 Emergency Groundwater 
Production Program (Program) to provide up to 25,000 acre-feet of groundwater 
pumping in GCID. The groundwater derived from this Program will be used in lieu of 
diverting an equivalent amount of surface water for the purposes of preserving a cold-
water pool in Shasta Reservoir to benefit fish species. 



 
GCID is offering $90 per acre-foot for groundwater in this Program, which matches 
what other Sacramento Valley irrigation districts are offering for emergency 
groundwater production programs. Program details will be mailed to those GCID 
landowners with wells that the District has on record. This information is also 
available upon request by calling the District office at (530) 934-8881. 
 
Summary of May 12 Landowner and Water User Meeting  
The District held another virtual Landowner and Water User Meeting on May 12 to 
provide updates on the water transfer programs, water operations and the State Water 
Resources Control Board (SWRCB) Sacramento River Temperature Management Plan.  
 

Water Transfers 
Finance Director Louis Jarvis reported that the water transfer agreements have been 
signed by all parties. Reclamation and GCID staff will be conducting field 
verifications during the first two weeks of June to ensure that there is no remnant 
vegetation on idled fields. 
 
Water Operations Update 
Water Operations Superintendent Jered Shipley reported that the two recent major 
wind events had created very difficult operational circumstances and delayed the 
ability to flood rice fields as quickly as usual. Over the past few days water 
operators have been catching up and it is estimated that 85-90 percent of rice fields 
have received water and by next Monday nearly 100 percent should be receiving 
some water. 
 
Additionally, District staff identified that aquatic weeds are causing problems in 
the Funks Slough area and impeding water from moving downstream (picture, page 
1). District crews worked throughout the weekend to mechanically remove them 
and improve flows through that reach of the Main Canal. The warm weather has 
contributed to weed growth and the District’s Abatement and Road/Canal 
Maintenance Crew will be 
working to control 
aquatic weeds in the 
upcoming weeks. 
Removing the aquatic 
weeds created the ability 
to get more water to the 
southern area of the 
District and provide 
irrigation supplies to 
water users who have 
been waiting. 
 
Superintendent Shipley explained that the Water Operations Department is working 
to coordinate water deliveries equitably throughout the entire District. As fields are 
flooded and water is returned to the system, the Water Operations Supervisors are 
tracking District-wide demand and redistributing the water accordingly. He 
presented a chart that depicted the 12 water operator areas and the percentage of 
District supplies being received to emphasize that staff is taking the necessary 
steps to ensure that water is being distributed equitably throughout the system.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
Superintendent Shipley also covered 
water management practices covered 
in the GCID Water Management and 
Conservation Policy. District personnel 
will be monitoring field spills and 
water service will be cut back or 
temporarily shut off if excess water is 
leaving a field. Continued violations 
of excessive field spills may result in 
deliveries being locked until the 
conditions are remedied. He urged 
water users to communicate with 
their water operator if water deliveries 
need to be reduced unexpectedly and the water operator will work with them to 
accept water back into the conveyance system under these conditions. 
 
Sacramento River Temperature Control Plan 
General Manager Thad Bettner provided an update on discussions taking place 
between Reclamation, SWRCB, fishery agencies and the Sacramento River 
Settlement Contractors on the proposed 2021 Sacramento River Temperature 
Management Plan. The SWRCB has a role in deciding on Sacramento River 
temperature management operations this year pursuant to State Water Board Water 
Right Order 90-5 (WR 90-5). Order WR 90-5 requires Reclamation to operate its 
facilities on the Sacramento River, including Keswick Dam, Shasta Dam, and the 
Spring Creek Power Plant to meet temperature requirements for the protection of 
fish, including Federal and State Endangered Species Act listed winter-run Chinook 
salmon and other native fish species. The order specifically requires Reclamation to 
meet a daily average water temperature of 56 degrees Fahrenheit on the 
Sacramento River at Red Bluff Diversion Dam, approximately 60 miles downstream 
of Keswick Dam, during periods when higher temperatures will be detrimental to 
fish. Reclamation, after working with the SRSC and the agencies mentioned above, 
will be submitting a temperature management plan to the SWRCB for review. 
 
The SWRCB review could result in additional measures that would further change 
Central Valley Project and Sacramento River operations for the remainder of the 
water year. The District will keep landowners and water users updated and 
informed as more information is made available on the 2021 Sacramento River 
Temperature Plan. 

 
 
Next Landowner/Water User Meeting, Monday, May 24 at 1:30 p.m.  
GCID is holding its next virtual Landowner and Water User meeting on Monday, May 
24 at 1:30 p.m. to provide updates on the 2021 Emergency Groundwater Production 
Program, an update on GCID water operations, and information on the Sacramento 
River Temperature Management Plan.  
 
To join by computer: see the meeting link on the email of this meeting notice or on the 
meeting notice at www.gcid.net 
 
To join by phone: call 323-538-4371 and use conference ID number: 902 671 487#. 


